Lists 237 vascular plant taxa found in the 570-hectare Steamboat Mountain Research Natural Area. Notes on habitats, community types, and abundance are included for most taxa.
Steamboat Mountain exhibits a strongly developed gradient in forest composition across contrasting southwest and steep north slopes.
Substantial areas of special habitat are present, including: talus, rock outcrop, wet meadow, bog, willow carr, and small pond. Elevations range from 1 190 meters (3»900 ft) at the western edge to 1 65^meters (5,300 ft) at the summit. Topography is generally steep (30 to 60 percent), except for the gentle, broad southwest lower slope and the cliffs north and east of the summit ridge.
Steamboat Mountain is predominantly underlain by Miocene basaltic rocks, with Eocene-Oligocene volcanics being more common at lower elevations in the western portion of the area. Soils are mostly Spodosols, developed on Pleistocene to Recent aeolian ash and pumice deposits.
The climate is wet and cold in winter; average snowpack varies from 200 to 300 centimeters (79 to 118 inches) at the time of maximum accumulation in early April .
Habitats and
Eight major habitats and their plant community types were Plant Community identified and mapped at Steamboat Mountain^Research Natural Area jyp es by Franklin. 1 Since plant taxa in this checklist are related to these habitats and community types (units), the habitats and seven plant community types (clearcuts not included) are briefly described below. Figure 1 shows the distribution of each unit.
Unpublished "Establishment Report, Steamboat Mountain Research Natural Area, Gifford Pinchot National Forest," on file at Forestry Sciences Laboratory, Corvallis, Oregon. Luzula campestris (L.) DC. var. multif lora (Ehrh.) Celak., many flowered field woodrush -occasional in ABLA, ROCK, and TSME. Luzula divaricata Wats., spreading woodrush -occasional in ABLA Luzula parviflora (Ehrh.) Desv., millet woodrush -infrequent in PSME, ABLA, TSME, and ABAM. occasional to frequent along streams in TSME, PIEN, ABAM, and PSME.
